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Flying Saucers-The Hunt Goes On 



This map scared the Pentagon. It pinpoints unexplained "flying saucer" sightings across the nation with concentrations near vital defense installations. 

Fearful of danger from the skies, the United States Air Force is launching a secret scientific search to 

discover once-and-for-all what is the mysterious, unbelievable thing Americans keep sighting overhead 

By J. ROBERT MOSKIN 
\. 

The U. S. Air Force, entrusted with the de­
fense of the United States from the skies, 
is mounting a new hunt for the mysterious, 
seen-but- never-caught "flying saucers" which 
for five years have had Americans excited, baf­
fled and even terrified. 

During the past two weeks, Air Force offi­
cials have begun experiments to verify the 
radically new theory of Dr. Donald H. Menzel 
of Harvard University. This nationally-known 
astronomer suggested in the last issue of LOOK 
that flying saucers are actually optical illu­
sions caused by "temperature inversion" which 
projects images of earthly lights on the sky. 
This has al ready proved one of the most ex­
citing explanations of flying saucers offered 
to the Air Force. 

Asked about the Air Force's revived con­
cern over flying saucers, after almost ignoring 
them for two years, Gen. Hoyt S. Vandenberg, 

chief of staff, in his first public ·statement on 
t he subject, told LooK: 

"The Air Force is interested in anything 
t hat takes place in the air. This includes the 
aerial phenomena commonly known as 'flying 
saucers.' Many· of these incidents have been 
satisfactorily explained. Others h ave not. With 
the present world unrest, we cannot afford to 
be complacent." 

The Air Force has collected more than 800 
sightings of flying saucers, and reports con­
tinue to flow in from our outposts l ike Alask a 
and Newfoundland and from our vital atomic 
installation sites. They are spurring the Air 
Force to seek answers to the saucer puzzle in 
a hurry. 

This is a job for the detectives of the Air 
Force, the officers of the Air Technical Intel­
ligence Command, working behind a shield of 
secret planning and classified documents af 
heavily-guarded Wright-Patterson Air Force 
Base outside of Dayton, Ohio. Now for the first 
time exactly what Air Force Intelligence is 
doing about flying saucers can be revealed. 

As one highly placed intelligence officer 
put it, "Our job is to detect any weapon that 
might be. used against the United States. In the 
future, a weapon t hat 'probably was a meteor' 
may prove to be a global rocket." 

Visual sighting repoFts can never give In­
telligence accurate data on speeds, altitudes, 
size and composition of the objects seen. To get 
these facts, a methodical and scientific plan of 
great breadth has now been blueprinted. It 
includes these steps·: 

1. Under ATIC direction, a physicist at 
the University of California at Los Angeles is 
developing and testing a special camera to 
photograph flying saucers. Key to the new ap­
paratus is a defractiori grid consist\pg of a 
piece of glass etched with infinitely fine lines. 
P laced over the camera lens, this grid breaks 
down the image into slivers from which scien­
tists can determine its composition. If the 
saucers prove to be bodies which glow, the 
grid will record the material they are made of. 
If their light comes from a fuel supply or a 
reflection, the grid will identify the light. 
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FL YING SAUCER continued 

Lt. Ruppelt, saucer hunt officer. 

Among the first to be tested will 
be Dr. Menzel's theory that saucers 
are, in reality, lights bounced up­
ward from the earth's surface. As 
Dr. Menzel independently suggest­
ed, the first defraction-grid cam­
eras will be located in the south­
western U. s:, which has had a con­
centration of saucer sightings. Two 
hundred cameras will be built and 
distributed to atomic-plant guards, 
airbase tower operators and radar 
men. Pictures will be sped to sci­
entists who will then be able to 
give the world its first incontro­
vertible word on flying saucers. 

2. Cine-theodolites, the instru­
ments with which the Air Force 
tracks guided missiles, are also be­
ing converted to the hunt for fly­
ing saucers. Tracking crews will 
be able to fix their exact location 
and movement patterns and then 
photograph them with cameras 
built into the theodolites. Equip­
ment and p ersonnel at estabiished 
guided-missile stations· have al­
ready been alerted. 

Secret Pidures Shot 
Theodolites attempted to track 

saucers on at least three occasions 
during the spring of 1950 at Hol­
loman Air Force Base, New Mex­
ico. One crew, after completing a 
guided-missile problem, was clos­
ing up shop when it picked up 
an unexpected object. The crew 
tracked it but could not fix it be­
cause no other instrument was 
operating. Four weeks later, two 
tracking crews caught an unex­
pected image, but checking proved 
that each had been following ·a 
different object. At least eight 
unknown objects were in the "air 
at that time. Pictures were taken 
but have not been made public. 

3. The Air Force hopes to put 
radar in the flying saucer hunt on 
a big scale. Radar sightings have 
been recorded at key places like 
Oak Ridge, Tenn., and Goose Bay, 
Labrador. ATIC can never be -cer­
tain whether such reports actually 
stem from a sighted object, weath­
er conditions or equipment mal­
functions. By combining existing 
radar, t elescopes and cameras, pho­
tographs can be taken of any solid 
objects spotted in the daytime and 
of glowing objects at night. 

4. Modified Navy sonar sound­
detection equipment will be used. 
The absence of any reported sound 
is one characteristic of most re­
ports on flying saucers. All known 
aircraft can be heard even when 
they are too distant to be seen. 
This strange pattern led one in­
telligence officer to suggest, "Some­
one may have discovered a new 
type of propulsion." 

Whatever r esults are obtained 
from the electronic and mechani­
cal genius of cameras, theodolites, 
radar and sonar the Air Force will 
place b efore a special board of 

Special camera 

scientists. · This panel will cut 
across scientific fields and will be 
established from among 200 scien­
tists and engineers at a Midwest­
ern research institution already 
doing secret work. 

The brand-new search for orig­
inal scientific data is the climax of 
five years of official Air Force 
knowledge of the saucers. Air 
Force officers were aware of the 
phenomena well before they 
sprang into public print. During 
World War II, mysterious objects 
were reported seen over German 
rocket plants. Flying saucers blos­
somed into a national and inter­
national scare in June, 1947, when 
Kenneth Arnold of Boise, Idaho, 
reported sighting nine disks while 
piloting his private plane over 
Mount Rainier, Washington. But 
even 15 days before this nation­
rousing event, flying saucers (then 
called silver balls) were seen over 
certain rural areas of communist­
occupied Hungary. 

When flying saucers, after Ar­
nold's report, threatened to cause 
a national panic, the Air Force 
grew alert. General Vandenberg, 
chief of air staff, Army Air Forces, 
b~came interested and Project 
Grudge (first known as Project 
Sign) wa~ organized. This was a 
special $34,000 hush-hush project 
under which reports from all over 
the world were collected and ana­
lyzed for two years. 

On January 7, 1948, the death of 
Capt. Thomas F. Mantell, Jr., 
caused a stir. Captain Mantell was 
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will test Menzel's theory 

killed chasing an unknown object 
in his P-51 near Godman Field, Ky. 
(A drawing of this incident by 
LooK artist Leonard Jossel is on 
the cover of this issue.) 

In August, 1949, t he Air Force 
decided to close down P roject 
Grudge. It compiled the data on 
375 sightings in a report which as­
serted that flying saucers did not 
exist and attributed sightings to 
"misinterpretation of various con­
ventional objects," mass hysteria, 
war nerves, hoaxes, hypnosis, il­
lusions, vertigo, publicity stunts 
and psychopathological persons. 

The report gave these reasons to 
all of the 375 sightings but 34. 

These 34, the report said, were 
"good reports that could not be 
explained." They stilt baffle In­
telligence today. But the 1949 re­
port put Project Grudge on the 
shelf. 

Some of the scientists consulted 
did not agree with the Air Force 
decision. Their recommendation, 
stated in the report, was that the 
search be continued. Two scien­
tists felt that no conclusions could 
be drawn from the evidence. 

Then, last October, two intelli­
gence men in the Unconventional 
Aircraft Group, Aircraft and Pro­
pulsion Section, Technical Analy­
sis Division of the Air Technical 
Intelligence Command, discovered 
that they had nearly 800 reports 
gathered in their files- more than 
twice the number on hand when 
the 1949 report was written. In­
terest and activity spurted for-

ward and have now reached the 
highest levels of the Pentagon. 

Project Grudge was revised (its 
name was changed to Project Blue 
Book on ·March 25 of this year) 
and in charge was placed 1st Lt. 
Edward J. Ruppelt of Ames, Iowa, 
a World War II B-29 bombardier 
with two Distinguished Flying 
Crosses, 33 combat missions and a 
degree in aeronautical engineer­
ing from Iowa State College. 

Project personnel immediately 
set about studying their 800 sight­
ings. They found that the r eports 
have come from scientist s, airline 
pilots, plain civilians, Air Force 
fliers, balloon observers and ra­
dar operators. Most have come 
from the United States but others 
from Russia, Africa, Japan, India, 
Australia and even Antarctic·a. · 

One intelligence colonel put 
ATIC's feelings bluntly, "These 
reports came from sincere people. 
They are not crazy; they are not 
crackpots. They are seeing some­
thing; we have to find out what." 

Analysis of the 800 sightings 
aims at discovering clues about the 
saucers. The reports have been 
broken down on 16,000 cr oss-filed 
cards and have already been ana­
lyzed for frequency of sightings, 
types of informants and reported 
shapes. The Air Force now knows, 
for example, that 18.03 per cent of 
the reports came from general mil­
itary personnel, 11.02 per cent from 
Air Force pilots while aloft. Sur­
prisingly, untrained civilians have 
been responsible for only 57.08 per 
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Flying saucer, shot with special defraction-grid camera, w ill look like this. Saucer's light (right) breaks down into fine lines from which scientists can figure .out where saucers come from. 

FL YING SAUCER continued 

Mirage, missile, Martian? -ln.telligence officers don't know 

cent of the reports over five years. 
The Air Force has also learned 

tha t 23.54 per cent of the reports 
noted disk or sphere sha pes, 8.25 
per cent cigar or rocket shapes, 
2.55 per cent flying wings and 0.6 
per cent groups of lights. 

They also found that 38 per cent 
could be classified as astronomical 
bodies, 13 per cent as balloons, 10 
per cent as too nebulous to be val­
uable , 22 per cent as birds a nd air­
craft, e tc., 2 per cent as hoaxes and 
15 per cent as "unexplained." The 
unexplained 15 per cent puzzle the 
Air Force. 

ATIC officials permitted me to 
go through hundreds of these r e­
ports. Mos t of them are rather 
simple to figure out or are too in­
complete t o be useful. But the 
reports calle d "good, unexplain­
able" completely stump Air Force 
Intelligence. Lieutena nt Ruppelt 
says, "We just don't have the facts 
to know. We don't know enough to 
sluff the m off and we can't reach 
conclusions. We have to find out." 

Ideas Seem Crazy 
Useful reports continue to ar­

rive at the rate of 10 per month; 
all saucer reports r eceived atATIC 
total three times that number . The 
Air Force continues to urge a ny­
one who wants to report an un­
known object in the skies to reach 
the inte lligence officer or opera­
tions officer at the n earest Air 
Force base. Such reports are tele­
typed immediately to Washington 
and Dayton. All informants' names 
are kept confidential. 

One high intelligence Qfficer ex­
plained, "We want all. the informa ­
tion we can get all the time. We 
will consider the seemingly crazi­
est ideas. Someone may spot some­
thing important." 

To this General Vandenber g 
added, "The Air Force greatly ap ­
preciates the effort of many s incere 
and public-spirited individua ls 
who h ave offered their assist ance." 

Lieutenant Ruppelt k eeps 63 

sightings on the t op of his file. 
These are the most detailed and 
most mystify ing. They come from 
pilots, ship observers, an Air Force 
colonel, civilian scientists, weather 
observers and intelligence officers. 
None of these 63 can be identified 
with any certainty. If the Air Force 
tosses t hem off with some easy 
guess, there is always the fearful 
chance that they will be missing a 
dangerous bet. 

These sightings were pinpoint­
ed on a map. Soon afterwards, it 
was seen by a Pentagon represent­
ative who noted that a number of 
concentrations duplicated exactly 
the area of atomic energy installa­
tions. The Pentagon man excitedly 
reported back to his headquarters. 
A conference was called imme­
diately in Washington. 

Do Saucers Spy? 
Intelligence had to tell the Pe n­

tagon tha t they had no evidence 
that the flying saucers are spying 
on or threatening our atomic pro­
gram. But this fear still lies deeply 
in some responsible minds. 

One intelligence officer, thinking 
aloud, said. "This may be Russian 
reconnaissance but w hy would they 
want to risk a weapon like this just 
to look at Atomic Energy Com­
mission plants. If we could fly 
5,000 feet over Russian atomic in­
stallations and observe the shapes, 
sizes and locations of their build­
ings, we could tell what's going on 
inside. 

"The joker is that just about all 
of this information has been made 
public about our atomic work. The 
Russians don't have to fly over our 
A-bomb plants." 

In their search for an answer, 
intelligence men have tried, with­
out success, to correlate the unex­
plained sightings with publicity 
about flying saucers, increased war 
tension , tides , or atomic bomb de­
tonations. None of the m fits. They 
offer no pattern, no explanation 
that satisfies the experts. And long 

ago, the Air Force gave up the easy 
idea that all the excitement is just 
the result of mass hysteria. 

Arran gements have now been 
made for ATIC headquarters t o 
receive immediate word of every 
new sighting. If early reports, r e­
ply ing to a carefully designed 
questionnaire, suggest that a tra in­
.ed investiga tor might gain more 
facts from fi rst-hand checking. an 
intelligence officer is sent to the 
scene. In recent weeks, trips have 
been made to Minneapolis, New 
J ersey, Columbus, Chicago, De ­
troit, Long Island and Texas. 

Especially puzzling have been 
the horizontal-flying "green fire­
balls" which have been reported 
at Roswell, N. M. ; Falls Church, 
Va.; Cedar K eys, Fla., and A lbu­
querque, N. M. Another branch of 
the Air Force, the Air Research 
and Development Command,·with 
headquarters in Baltimore and 
laboratories in Boston , has been 
studying them in a secret project 
called Proj ect Twinkle. Although 
work on this project has been com­
pleted, the ARDC refuses to m ake 
public its findings. All a spokesman 
for the ARDC will say is, "We have 
nothing that proves the existence 
of flying saucers." ·But something 
called "green fire-balls" does exist, 
many Intelligence officers insist. 

Stuck with Mystery 
Some Air Force officials feel the 

inconclusive Project Twinkle re­
port will ne ver be m ade public; 
they won't explain why. Some sug­
gest it would expose a foul-up. 

The Air Force refuses to jump 
at any conclusions on saucers. As 
the colonel in command of the 
ATIC put it recently, "Sometimes 
this project sounds like it belongs 
to the Air Defe n se C ommand , 
sometimes like the National Inven­
tors Council. But we get stuck with 
the mysteries." 

Air Force officers f eel the final 
solution to the flying saucer mys­
tery will be found under one or 

more of the following headings: 
1. Flying saucers can turn out to 

be misinterpretations of known 
objects. These have already caused 
many reports. People sighted bal­
loons, jet planes' and such and ex.:. 
citedly called the m saucers. 

But such misinterpretations can­
not expla in many of these sight­
ings. E ven the most cautious Air 
Force authorities feel certain that 
many people are not describing the 
behavior of any conventional form 
of aircraft, not even an aircraft on 
the most experimental drawing 
boards. No aircraft known, they 
point out, travels a t such high 
speeds, gives off no noise, and man­
euvers with the h igh acceleration 
and sharp. even square, turns that 
have been reported. 

Trick of Nature? 

2. The mystery may prove to be 
caused by phenomena of nature or 
optics. Most promising is the the­
ory proposed by Dr. Menzel that 
saucers are aerial mirages created 
by light reflections. Other n atural 
possibilities a re: electrical dis­
charges in the upper atmosphere; 
unusual meteorites, or a new posi­
tion of the earth in the universe, 
causing phenomena w hich man­
kind has n ever before experienced 
and ther.efore cannot identify. 

Lieutenant Rupp~lt says, " We 
expect Dr. Menzel's theory to solve 
some of these cases. We hope it 
will solve all of them. 

"If the saucers turn out to be 
natural phenomena, we w ill drop 
out.and hand the problem over fo 
the scientists. But if they turn out 
to be 'hostile vehicles,' we will 
keep after them." 

3. Saucers could prove to be 
man-made. They may turn out to 
be a foreign development, most 
possibly Russ ian , although no one 
w ill rule out scientifically advanced 
nations like Sweden, Switzerland, 
England, Fr ance or Italy. Lt. Rup­
pelt adds, " If these are man-made, 
w hoever is making thenl is way 

ahead of us technologically." 
Or, although th is is constantly 

and emphatically denied, the y 
may be part of a secret U. S. de­
velopment project. Intelligence of­
ficers admit that if a project were 
secret enough they would deny 
even its existence. But an in­
formed intelligence officer said r e-· 
cently, "I'm quite sure there is 
no secret project. There is more 
chance that they are from Mars 
.than from a project of ours. But 
we don't know. This could all be 
an elaborate cover-up for some­
thing no on e wants explained, but 
I doubt it." 

Could Be Spaceships 
4. Flying saucers could be in­

terplanetary spaceships or mis­
si1es. Air Force intelligence men 
say they are continually astound­
ed by the number of trained scien­
tists who believe they ar e in ter­
planetary in origin. Lieutenant 
R-uppelt says he has talked with 
hundreds of scien tists and heard 
many such theories. 

He adds, "We can deal with 
these things if they are from Rus­
sia. If they are from Mars, I don't 
know w hat we will do. We have 
no proof that·t hey could not come 
from outer space and must include 
this among our possibilities." 

Air F orce I n telligence says, 
whatever the flying saucer is-mi­
rage, misidentified aircraft, freak 
of nature, en emy weapon or space­
ship- the Air Force cannot move 
to counteract it until it has deter­
mined accurately what people are 
seeing. Thls is the hunt being 
mounted n oW. 

Lieutenant Ruppelt sums up, 
"The only conclusion we have 
come to so far is that ' flying sau­
cers' ar e not an immediate and di­
r ect threat t o the U. S. They have 
been a round for five years and 
haven't struck yet . But that doesn't 
mean they are not a potential 
threat." 
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